
Maryland State Board of Victim Services Meeting
Staffed by the Governor’s Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services

Wednesday, July 28, 2021
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes
Participating Members:
Barbara Bond, Vice-Chair
Heather Amador for V. Glenn Fueston, Jr.
Anne Bean
Anne Colt Leitess, Esq.
Jessica Dickerson for Secretary Sam Abed
Lou Gieszl
Theresa Hiegel
Laurie Kimbles for Sheriff Gary Hofmann
Molly Knipe
Steve Levin, Esq.
Jill Ritter
Alonzo Robertson, Esq.
Lisa Smith, Esq.
Patricia Stevens for Secretary Robert Green
Jeanne Yeager

Guests:
Katie Cashman, No More Stolen Childhoods
Stephanie Erdice, Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Lisae Jordan, Esq, Maryland Coalition Against Sexual Assault
Nitae Joseph, No More Stolen Childhoods

Governor's Office of Crime Prevention Youth, and Victim Services Staff:
Rebecca Allyn, David Blum, and Erica Hiner

I. Introductions and Roll Call
The meeting was called to order at 10:01 a.m. Ms. Allyn conducted a roll call and guests
introduced themselves. Members also provided agency updates.

II. Consent Agenda
The consent agenda contained the April 2021 Board meeting minutes and grant updates from the
Governor's Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services.

● Governor's Office of Crime Prevention, Youth, and Victim Services Grant Updates: The
Maryland Domestic Violence & Family Violence Prevention and Services Programs
(DOMV/FVPS) is currently accepting applications through August 11. Eligible
applicants are comprehensive domestic violence service providers as listed in the
Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA). The Office anticipates releasing competitive
NOFAs for the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), the Edward J. Byrne Memorial



Justice Assistance Grant (BJAG), and the Children’s Justice Act Committee (CJAC)
within the next few weeks. The Office is finalizing the details of the Victims of Crime
Act (VOCA) NOFA and the Sexual Assault/Rape Crisis Grant Program (SARC)
NOFA. The Office is working to comply with the budget requirements.

Ms. Bond made a motion to approve the consent agenda; Ms. Ritter seconded the motion. All
members were in favor and the consent agenda was approved.

III. MVOC and LSCV Funding Update
Mr. Blum provided an update on the Maryland Victims of Crime (MVOC) grant applications.
The Office received three times the number of requests than the amount of available funds,
which made this year’s review process very competitive. Award packets have been issued. For
the Legal Services for Crime Victims (LSCV) fund, the Office received 6 applications, with only
$75,000 available. One applicant was awarded and the notice of intent and denials have been
issued. Mr. Blum thanked members for assisting with reviewing the MVOC and LSCV grant
applications.

IV. SB 484/HB 193 - Private Room Poster
Senate Bill 484 and House Bill 193 require the Board to develop a poster to notify a victim of the
right to request a private room in a law enforcement agency when reporting a crime, other than
homicide, that primarily involves injury to a person. Members discussed what information
should be included on this poster, and agreed the poster should be simple, and include a QR code
to the Office’s website for more information on victims’ rights and services. Ms. Allyn will draft
the poster and send it to members for review. The legislation will take effect on October 1, 2021.

V. Updates
● Crime Victims’ Rights Week Events Debrief

The 31st Memorial Services for Crime Victims and Their Families, hosted by the
Baltimore City, Charles, Dorchester, and Frederick County State’s Attorneys’ Offices,
was held on Sunday, April 18. The virtual services totaled over 4,000 views online.

The 2021 Maryland Crime Victims’ Rights Conference was held virtually on April 19-22
through Whova, an online event manager, and Zoom. Over 300 attendees participated in
the virtual conference, which included nine workshops and 1 keynote presentation. The
conference survey gathered 106 responses which provided numerous suggestions for
workshop topics for next year.

The 2022 National Crime Victims’ Rights Week will be observed April 24-30, 2022.

● Victim Response for Mass Violence Incidents/Active Assailant Interdisciplinary
Workgroup
The Active Assailant Interdisciplinary Workgroup (AAIWG) has met a few times this
year and they have created a website to house the information developed by the
Workgroup. This will include the full guidance document that the MSBVS subcommittee

https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/SB0484?ys=2021RS
https://mgaleg.maryland.gov/mgawebsite/Legislation/Details/hb0193?ys=2021RS
https://aaiwg.maryland.gov/


assisted with for victim response related content. The document is not complete at this
time.

● Crime Victims' Rights Brochures and Forms
Ms. Allyn is focusing on translating digital versions of the victims’ rights brochures into
Chinese, Korean and French, which will be housed on the Office’s website. Members
discussed revisiting the Crime Victim Notification Request and Demand for Rights Form,
which is a multi-copy form, but it was decided to wait until the full rollout of the
Maryland Electronic Courts (MDEC) system is complete in 2022. The Board will seek
guidance from the field when updating the form.

VI. Old/New Business
Agency updates shared during the meeting:

● Cecil County State’s Attorney's Office has created a Special Victims Unit to work with
special victims which included hiring a new prosecutor and victim advocate.

● The Maryland Human Trafficking Professionals Seminar will be held in Ocean City on
October 24-27.

● The Criminal Injuries Compensation Board has resumed hearings, which have been held
virtually since April.

● Anne Arundel County State’s Attorney’s Office is working to implement a mental health
court in District Court.

● The Mid-Shore Council on Family Violence has leveraged technology to advance victim
services by utilizing phones for interpretation.

● The YWCA is looking to add another residential facility for survivors of human
trafficking, primarily children.

Ms. Hiegel inquired about Senate Bill 41, which alters the minimum age, from 16 years to 12
years, at which a minor has the same capacity as an adult to consent to consultation, diagnosis,
and certain treatment of a mental or emotional disorder by a health care provider or clinic; and
providing that a health care provider may decide to provide certain information to a certain
parent, guardian, or custodian under certain provisions of law unless the health care provider
believes that the disclosure will lead to harm to the minor or deter the minor from seeking care.
Ms. Hiegel was concerned that agencies are requiring both parents to sign off on counseling even
when one parent is an offending caregiver. Ms. Hiegel asked for anyone to contact her if they are
familiar with this legislation.

Ms. Allyn will share a list of relevant victim services legislation that goes into effect this year.

VII. Adjournment
Ms. Bond made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Dickerson seconded the motion. The
meeting was adjourned at approximately 11:12 a.m.



NEXT MEETING:
Wednesday, October 27, 2021

10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Meeting ID: meet.google.com/znh-ajaj-ahp

Conference Line: 1 440-754-0289
PIN: 784 433 023#

https://meet.google.com/znh-ajaj-ahp?hs=122&authuser=0

